TRAINING POINTS

Video Subscription
Six Traits of Writing • Writing Mini-Lessons
Reading Comprehension • Guided Reading • Literacy Stations
Content Literacy • Complex Text • Disciplinary Literacy
access.SmekensEducation.com • (888) 376-0448

KRISTINA
SMEKENS
A full-time literacy consultant, Kristina
has built a reputation for using
enthusiasm, humor, and common
sense to equip K-12 educators with
practical, demystifying strategies for
teaching reading and writing.
As president and lead consultant
for Smekens Education, Kristina is
constantly developing new strategies
to help teachers meet the demands
of today’s College and Career-Ready
Standards. She shares those strategies
with teachers across the United States
and beyond through on-site school
trainings, regional seminars, and an
always growing pool of print, digital,
and video resources.
Well known for offering innovative
ideas, Kristina has created more than
50 “Smekens Originals,” a compilation
of books, guides, and classroom tools
designed to help teachers implement
best-practice literacy strategies.
Among the most popular of these
resources are her best-selling books,
Launching the Writer’s Workshop:
Grades K-2 and Launching the Writer’s
Workshop: Grades 3-12.

‘‘

Smekens Education — literacy leaders
Smekens Education Solutions, Inc. is a leading provider of staff development and professional
resources to K-12 schools. Specializing in the areas of reading and writing, our
training team is best known for showing teachers how to apply research-based
literacy strategies in ways that are practical and effective.
For more than a decade, Smekens Education has been supporting schools with
regional workshops and customized on-site professional development. Now,
with the addition of webPD, Smekens professional learning is accessible online
through an ever growing selection of professional development videos.

Teachers look forward to learning from webPD because each pre-recorded video session
is relevant, energetic, and engaging. With dozens of practical strategies introduced during
each video session, even the most reluctant teachers become motivated to improve their
methodology.

PRACTICAL

Teachers love webPD videos because the ideas shared are both relevant & reliable for K-12
teachers.

RESEARCH-BASED

Each webPD video features research-based best-practice strategies for teaching reading &
writing.

ENGAGING

Smekens Education’s
expert presenters
are well known
for their energetic
and engaging
presentations. This
energy comes to life
in each webPD video.

GRADE-SPECIFIC

“Fantastic! I love that I learn
something new every time I see
Kristina Smekens!”
Gretchen Burdan, teacher
at Lincoln Elementary School,
Cedar Lake, IN

Many of the webPD video seminars are customized to offer strategies for a narrow grade
range. By using grade-appropriate classroom scenes and student work samples, these
videos provide teachers with a realistic view of how the strategies can be implemented in
their own classrooms.

ACCESSIBLE

When a school subscribes to webPD, all teachers in the building have access to the
subscription. And when everyone has the same training, group buy-in can occur, creating a
much greater likelihood that the professional development concepts learned in the video
will take hold.

CONVENIENT

Teachers can watch videos on any computer or mobile device with internet access, whether
it’s during the school day or after hours.
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VERIFIED VIEW

FLEXIBLE VIEW

A completion certificate is available for
download at the end of each video, but you
do not have the flexibility to jump ahead.

Recognizing the Six Traits

Through grade-appropriate writing samples,
physical “triggers,” and graphic icons,
teachers learn to recognize and celebrate
the six ingredients of all good writing —
ideas, organization, voice, word choice,
sentence fluency, and conventions.
GRADES K-2
Run time:
43:12

GRADES 3-5
Run time:
66:11

GRADES 6-12
Run time:
45:34

No completion certificates are awarded,
but you have the flexibility to jump
ahead in any given video.

Rolling Out the Trait Language
to Students

Learn how to lay the foundation for a year
of writing instruction as Kristina Smekens
unveils a systematic approach for using
icons and physical “triggers” to introduce
students to the Six Traits of Writing.
GRADES K-1
Run time:
61:17

GRADES 2-5
Run time:
38:53

GRADES 6-12
Run time:
51:19

Introducing the Six Traits of Writing to Students
Watch as Kristina Smekens introduces the Six Traits of Writing to students
in one of five different classrooms. Select the classroom of your choice
and then watch how Kristina’s lessons unfold over the course of 1-6 days.
Introducing Characters that
Introducing the 6 Traits in 6
Introducing the 6 Traits in 6
Correspond with the 6 Traits
Days with 6 Texts
Days with 6 Texts
Observe Kristina Smekens
Watch six mini-lessons where
Observe actual classroom
introduce a writing trait a day
Kristina Smekens introduces
footage of Kristina Smekens
using the Six Traits with handthe Six Traits with six different
introducing the Six Traits with
drawn characters.
picture books.
six picture books over six days.
GRADES K-5 / Run time: 101:17

GRADES K-2 / Run time: 119:20

Re-Introducing the 6 Traits in 6 Days with 1 Text
Observe how Kristina Smekens re-introduces the
Six Traits to a class that learned them the previous
year.

Introducing the 6 Traits in 6 Days with 1 Text
Watch how Kristina Smekens utilizes the same
mentor text to introduce the Six Traits over six
lessons.

GRADES K-5 / Run time: 105:47

GRADES 6-12 / Run time: 89:16

Launching the Writer’s Workshop
Procedures

Delivering Dynamic
Mini-Lessons in Writing

GRADES K-12 / Run time: 47:31

GRADES K-1
Run time:
43:25

In this practical video for K-12 teachers,
educators learn the three parts of the writer’s
workshop. Then, to facilitate a successful
“launch” of the writer’s workshop, viewers
learn how to foster independence by
troubleshooting three writer dependencies.

DISTRICT PRICING

While webPD pricing is designed
for individual school subscriptions,
district-level subscriptions are also
available. To learn more about a
district-level subscription, contact
Smekens Education at (888) 376-0448.

©2018 Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.

GRADES 3-5 / Run time: 89:20

Learn the four steps of a powerful writing
mini-lesson and how to execute those
steps within a 10-15 minute whole-class
presentation.
GRADES 2-5
Run time:
42:19

GRADES 6-12
Run time:
39:02

Building Kid-Friendly Writing Rubrics
Learn how to build an initial rubric with
young writers that is kid-friendly and ageappropriate. Then learn strategies to adjust
the same rubric to represent students’
growing skills as they advance from drawing
pictures to writing multiple sentences.

Once the traits have been introduced, it’s
time to build an everyday writing rubric with
students. Learn the facets and functions of an
analytic rubric, strategies to build and grow
one throughout the year, and how to convert
rubric scores to grades.

GRADES PK-1 / Run time: 47:23

GRADES 2-12 / Run time: 51:04
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VERIFIED VIEW

A completion certificate is available for
download at the end of each video, but you
do not have the flexibility to jump ahead.

Developing Pictorial
Writing Skills

Writing instruction in the youngest grades
begins with pictorial writing. With an
emphasis on the trait of ideas, Kristina
Smekens identifies numerous writing skills
to teach early in the school year. In addition,
view two full-length mini-lessons executed
with kindergartners.
GRADES PK-1 / Run time: 48:44

FLEXIBLE VIEW

No completion certificates are awarded,
but you have the flexibility to jump
ahead in any given video.

Incorporating Labeling &
List-Writing Lessons

Once students know their phonics, move them
from pictorial writing to labeling and then onto
listing. This video features numerous activities
and lesson concepts to support students in
these early writing stages. In addition, view
Kristina Smekens introducing two-word labels
and related-detail lists to primary students.
GRADES PK-1 / Run time: 51:47

Teaching Argumentative Writing

NOTE-TAKING
HANDOUT

‘‘

As participants view each
“Planned PD” ( ) video, they are
encouraged to take notes on the
accompanying handout that can be
downloaded prior to viewing. Each
video handout also includes a set of
self-guided post-video discussion
questions.

“It was so engaging and
informative. Kristina…
guided the lessons at a great
pace. Not too much, not
too little. There were tons of
AWESOME IDEAS, TOO!”

Kristina Smekens identifies her six
essential skills necessary for powerful
argumentative writing, including a
thorough knowledge of the issue and
an acknowledgement of multiple
perspectives. This video includes Kristina
delivering two powerful mini-lessons that
teach students how to transition between
sides and conclude an argument.
GRADES 6-12 / Run time: 47:59

Teaching Persuasive Writing

In this video, Kristina Smekens identifies six
essential skills necessary for strong persuasive
writing. For each skill, Kristina provides
multiple mini-lesson ideas, including two
full-length lessons targeting voice and word
choice.
GRADES 2-6 / Run time: 46:20

Teaching Informative Writing

In this video, learn the six essential skills
Kristina Smekens deems necessary for strong
informative/expository writing. This includes
developed and organized information
sandwiched between an effective introduction
and conclusion. Watch two whole-class minilessons where Kristina models how to write a
thesis statement and how to weave powerful
description between facts.
GRADES 6-12 / Run time: 47:19

Danielle Newman, literacy coach at
New Haven Primary School,
New Haven, IN
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VERIFIED VIEW

FLEXIBLE VIEW

A completion certificate is available for
download at the end of each video, but you
do not have the flexibility to jump ahead.

No completion certificates are awarded,
but you have the flexibility to jump
ahead in any given video.

Delivering Trait-Based Mini-Lessons in Writing

FREE PREVIEW

The best way to see the power of webPD
is to take a test drive! Contact Smekens
Education today to set up your own
complimentary preview or to inquire
about district pricing.

‘‘

webPD@smekenseducation.com
(888) 376-0448

“The lessons were short,
explicit, and involved
multiple ‘best-effective’
practices in education.
Fabulous presentation and
I will recommend these
sessions to my chief of
schools.”
Rhonda Kimbrough, literacy coach
at Network 5 of Chicago Public Schools,
Chicago, IL

“I really love the mini-lesson
structure and my brain is
exploding with ideas on how
to extend this into math
lessons as well!”
Angela Bailey, literacy coach
at New Haven Middle School,
New Haven, IN

Learn how to build a yearlong vision for teaching writing under
the umbrella of the Six Traits. Then watch as Kristina Smekens
shares fun and engaging strategies for teaching some of the
unique skills associated with each trait.
GRADES K-1
Run time: 43:30

GRADES 2-5
Run time: 45:51

GRADES 6-12
Run time: 50:58

Developing Ideas

Watch how Kristina Smekens demonstrates
innovative and memorable strategies for
students to add depth and detail within their
own writing. Featuring two full-length minilessons executed in second and fourth grade
classrooms, this video offers ways to develop
ideas through revision and elaboration in first
drafts.
GRADES 2-4 / Run time: 46:58

Building Strong Paragraphs

With scenes from intermediate and middle
school classrooms, this video features Kristina
Smekens identifying the purpose of a paragraph
and revealing the six most common types of
paragraphs. Two unique mini-lessons from
actual classrooms show Kristina delivering short,
targeted lessons on when to indent and how to
transition between paragraphs.
GRADES 5-8 / Run time: 48:19

Add Beginnings & Endings to Middles

Watch as Kristina Smekens uses the train icons to help students
understand that every piece of writing needs a beginning, middle,
and end. This video features a full length mini-lesson from an
actual first grade classroom where Kristina presents how to add a
beginning and ending to an existing piece of writing.
GRADES K-2 / Run time: 19:59

Fine-Tuning Sentences
Helping elementary students revise their
sentences to create more fluent writing is the
focus of this session. Aside from revealing several
practical strategies for achieving sentence
fluency, Kristina Smekens also models two
separate mini-lessons from actual classrooms that
focus on “supersizing” sentences and “hearing”
punctuation.
GRADES 2-4 / Run time: 48:40

Kristina Smekens shares several lesson ideas to
improve students’ sentence fluency, including,
varying their sentence beginnings, lengths, and
structures. This session also includes two minilessons from actual classrooms where Kristina
reveals memorable triggers to help convey the
lessons’ objectives.
GRADES 5-12 / Run time: 46:58

Revise Ideas with Spider-Leg Sentences

Learn how to encourage students to revise their writing with a strategy that makes revision fun.
Included in this video is a full length mini-lesson from a kindergarten classroom where Kristina
demonstrates how to add spider-leg sentences to existing writing to improve sentence structure.
GRADES K-2 / Run time: 23:44
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‘‘

VERIFIED VIEW

A completion certificate is available for
download at the end of each video, but you
do not have the flexibility to jump ahead.

FLEXIBLE VIEW

No completion certificates are awarded,
but you have the flexibility to jump
ahead in any given video.

Citing Textual Evidence
“Our school does not follow
the Common Core curriculum,
but we found that the activities
could be used within our own
teaching and curriculum.”
Mark Reed, principal at Aichi International
School, Nagoya, Japan

In this video, Kristina Smekens reveals practical
strategies for citing textual evidence in written
responses. View two authentic classroom minilessons where Kristina teaches students how to
structure a constructed response and how to
paraphrase an author’s ideas.
GRADES 3-12 / Run time: 47:13

Writing After a Close Reading

A close-reading experience should culminate with an after-reading writing task. Kristina Smekens
first defines three common task types. Then she provides strategies to develop complex tasks
that could follow the reading of any complex text.
GRADES K-12 / Run time: 37:44

‘‘
5 Strategies to Increase Students’
Reading Assessment Test Scores
“Instant PD for staff. Real-life
examples that teachers can
immediately implement.”
Matthew Goddard, principal at
Holy Angels Catholic School, A Notre
Dame Ace Academy, Indianapolis, IN

©2018 Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.

Learn Smekens Education’s Top 5 strategies
for preparing students to be successful on
state reading assessments. Identifying main
idea, developing constructed responses, and
citing textual evidence are key components
of this video.
GRADES 3-12 / Run time: 45:26
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VERIFIED VIEW

A completion certificate is available for
download at the end of each video, but you
do not have the flexibility to jump ahead.

FLEXIBLE VIEW

No completion certificates are awarded,
but you have the flexibility to jump
ahead in any given video.

Leading an Effective Reading Block

KRISTI
McCULLOUGH
Teachers love the authentic,
“from-the-trenches” insight that
Kristi McCullough offers during
her professional development
sessions with K-5 teachers. Her own
experience as a reading and writing
teacher and literacy coach provide
the perfect backdrop for Kristi to
share practical ways to deliver
research-based best practices.
As a full-time literacy consultant
with Smekens Education, Kristi has
worked with thousands of teachers
across the United States delivering
regional seminars and customized
on-site school trainings that focus
specifically on teaching reading.
In addition, she is also the author
of the “6-Week Planning Guide for
Launching the 90-Minute Reading
Block,” a popular resource for K-5
teachers.

‘‘

“Kristi’s ability to be
enthusiastic, realistic, and
helpful at the same time is
amazing to experience! ...”

Learn from Kristi McCullough as she shares
best-practice strategies for leading a reading
block that features a mix of whole-group minilessons, small-group guided instruction, and
independent station practice.
GRADES K-5 / Run time: 49:48

Differentiating Small-Group series
Creating & Conducting Differentiated Small Groups

Recognize and examine the four different stages of reading and the characteristics of readers
that fit each stage. After explaining the four stages, Kristi McCullough offers strategies for
compiling data, planning meetings, and getting organized for small-group instruction.
GRADES K-5 / Run time: 47:30

Instruction for Early/Beginning
Readers

Instruction for Pre-A/Emergent
Readers

GRADES K-5 / Run time: 45:36

GRADES K-5 / Run time: 53:07

Instruction for Transitional Readers

Instruction for Fluent Readers

Kristi McCullough shares strategies to target
high-frequency words and phonics skills
while also increasing phrasing and expression
in fluency. She also demonstrates how to
assess reading comprehension as students
retell and summarize texts.

In this video, Kristi McCullough provides
strategies to support readers who have
already mastered a high number of highfrequency words. You will acquire strategies
to teach students how to document their
thinking, summarize the reading, fine-tune
fluency, and solve word problems.
GRADES K-5 / Run time: 48:32

In this video, Kristi McCullough targets how
to teach specific skills for concepts of print,
word study, fluency, and comprehension.
Learn how to focus this instruction for Pre-A/
Emergent readers who understand a limited
number of high-frequency words.

Since Fluent readers need less support to
decode words, learn how to support their
thinking with word-work opportunities that
focus more on the meaning of vocabulary
words. Kristi McCullough targets how to
boost comprehension by helping students
document key details from the text to
achieve deeper inferential thinking.
GRADES K-5 / Run time: 45:10

Jennifer Regruth, teacher at
Margaret R. Brown Elementary School,
Seymour, IN
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VERIFIED VIEW

FLEXIBLE VIEW

A completion certificate is available for
download at the end of each video, but you
do not have the flexibility to jump ahead.

No completion certificates are awarded,
but you have the flexibility to jump
ahead in any given video.

Literacy Stations for Elementary Classrooms

Learn the value and vision behind independent literacy
stations in this overview session for all elementary teachers.
Kristi McCullough reveals how literacy stations reinforce
reading skills previously taught.
GRADES K-5 / Run time: 41:08

Literacy Stations Launch series
#1 • Using the Classroom Library
to Build Stamina

Launching literacy stations starts by building
K-5 students’ stamina to work independently
within The Classroom Library. In this session,
Kristi McCullough explains how to implement
the 10 steps of independence while building
a well-planned and organized Classroom
Library.

#2 • Implementing Literacy
Stations for Fluency

Setting procedures for working with a
partner is a foundational element of the
Fluency Station. Kristi McCullough provides
practical tips for selecting appropriate texts
for K-5 students to use as they practice
reading fluently in this station.
GRADES K-5 / Run time: 43:54

GRADES K-5 / Run time: 48:30

COLLABORATION
ENCOURAGED

Collaboration can occur as teachers
watch webPD videos thanks to built-in
“Turn & Talk” segments that are a part of
every “Planned PD” (
) video. During
these times, viewers are encouraged
to pause the video to discuss relevent
questions posed by the presenter.

JOB EMBEDDED
Because webPD videos are short and
can be viewed on-demand from any
internet-enabled device, there’s no
need for teachers to be out of the
classroom in order to participate in
professional development. The jobembedded nature of webPD allows
teachers to view videos during PLC
meetings, prep periods, staff meetings,
and other times when built-in
collaboration can occur.

©2018 Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.

#3 • Implementing Literacy
Stations for Word Work

After introducing phonics and word
study concepts to the whole class, Kristi
McCullough reveals how the Word-Work
Station can provide K-5 readers independent
practice of skills previously taught. Once the
station is up and running, it can be efficiently
maintained with manipulatives that are easy
to create and organize.
GRADES K-5 / Run time: 45:46

#4 & #5 • Implementing Literacy
Stations for Reading Response
& Listening

Listening and responding to audio text is an
important skill for students at every level.
In this session, Kristi McCullough shows K-5
teachers how to build Reading Response and
Listening Stations that work in tandem to
build upon a wide range of skills, including
reading comprehension, fluency, and
responsive writing.
GRADES K-5 / Run time: 41:46

Refining Literacy Stations for the Rest of the Year

Once stations are introduced, the rest of the year focuses on skill development. In this session,
Kristi McCullough explains how to manage the classroom when multiple stations are in action,
including how to rotate stations and how to hold students accountable.
GRADES K-5 / Run time: 49:07
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VERIFIED VIEW

FLEXIBLE VIEW

Achieving a Close Reading in 5
Steps

Delivering Dynamic Comprehension Lessons

A completion certificate is available for
download at the end of each video, but you
do not have the flexibility to jump ahead.

Kristina Smekens shares an in-depth
explanation of close reading, followed by
strategies for introducing the concept to
students. In addition, learn the five steps
required for planning and facilitating a closereading experience with complex text.
GRADES K-12 / Run time: 48:48

No completion certificates are awarded,
but you have the flexibility to jump
ahead in any given video.

Solidify your understanding of the College &
Career-Ready comprehension standards in this
“aha!” session for teachers. Kristina Smekens
provides engaging mini-lesson strategies for
helping readers retell/summarize, determine
the main idea, question/predict, visualize,
connect, and synthesize.
GRADES K-12 / Run time: 63:40

Immersing Students in Complex Text

In this video led by Kristina Smekens, learn best-practice strategies for integrating complex
text into every subject. After providing an overview of “text complexity,” Kristina gives practical
strategies for how to assess a text’s complexity and how to provide a scaffold of instructional
support for students as they navigate more challenging reading.

‘‘

GRADES 1-12 / Run time: 49:27

Introducing Comprehension
Strategies to Students

Build a strong foundation for yearlong
reading instruction with this strategy-packed
video. Kristina Smekens demonstrates how
to explicitly introduce each comprehension
strategy so students have the tools they need
to think and infer before, during, and after
reading.
GRADES K-12 / Run time: 62:34

“I liked the flexibility to have the
staff watch it at different times.
Some attended a morning
presentation, some in the
afternoon, and some viewed
it at home. The teachers really
like the way Smekens products
make sense.”
Marcia Alexander, principal
at Kingsford Heights Elementary School,
Kingsford Heights, IN
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VERIFIED VIEW

A completion certificate is available for
download at the end of each video, but you
do not have the flexibility to jump ahead.

FLEXIBLE VIEW

No completion certificates are awarded,
but you have the flexibility to jump
ahead in any given video.

Strategies for Teaching
Content Area Literacy

Applicable to virtually every teacher, this session
provides universal strategies for teaching reading
and writing across the curriculum. Kristina
Smekens provides targeted classroom activities
that are both practical and relevant.
GRADES 5-12 / Run time: 50:32

STANDARDS-BASED
Smekens Education is committed to
providing the best, most up-to-date
professional development in reading
and writing. With the adoption of
the Common Core State Standards
by the majority of states, we have
embraced our responsibility to ensure
that the information
and strategies we
share highlight and
support the College
and Career-Ready
Standards.

Strategies for Teaching
Vocabulary

Learn fun and practical strategies for
teaching your core academic vocabulary.
Through engaging lessons and activities,
Kristina Smekens shares practical ways
to offer multiple exposures to key terms
and meanings.
GRADES K-12 / Run time: 49:27

‘‘

Understanding Disciplinary
Literacy

Teaching students to employ disciplinespecific reading strategies is the focus of
this session featuring Kristina Smekens.
This session is ideal for mixed departments
of secondary content-area and English/
language arts teachers who are ready to
ramp up the rigor of literacy integration.
GRADES 5-12 / Run time: 45:01

“My staff and I enjoy the useful
tools and ideas that can be
applied in the classroom.
Also, Kristina’s energy and
fun attitude make the lesson
engaging and interesting.”
Matt Vandermark, principal at Danville
Middle School, Danville, IN
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Quick Clip videos

QUESTIONS?

Would you like more information about
webPD? Contact us with your questions!

‘‘

Phone: (888) 376-0448
(Available during regular business hours,
Monday- Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. ET.)
Email: webpd@smekenseducation.com

“Great video! Many great
ideas to incorporate
into my daily plans.
Thanks Smekens!”
Bruce Swallow, teacher at Monroe
Central Elementary, Parker City, IN

“I loved it! It gave different
ways to present the
information to my students.
You can pick what works best
for you and your students.”
Linny Yoder,v
teacher at
Elkhart Christian Academy, Elkhart, IN

webPD subscribers enjoy easy access to more than 100 videos in the
Quick-Clip collection. These short, narrowly-focused videos deliver
relevant classroom-ready strategies.
All Quick Clips feature
an accompanying
article.
Many video articles
include classroomready downloads.

A SAMPLING OF QUICK CLIPS VIDEOS:
• Execute Mini-Lessons in 4 Steps
• Define Evidence Versus Just a Detail
• Engage All Students in Classroom Q&A’s
• Use Movies to Introduce Comprehension

Most Quick Clips last
less than 5 minutes.

• Measure a Text’s Complexity

At least one new
video is added each
week.

• Compare a Book to its Movie Version

• Adapt Yes, MA’AM to Fit Longer Essays

• Locate Test-Prep Resources
• Plan & Ask Text-Dependent Questions
• Support Main Idea with Textual Evidence
• Expect Students to Build their Own Background Knowledge
• Crescendo to the Strongest Persuasive Reason

©2018 Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.
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FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions

GENERAL

What is webPD? The online portal to professional learning from Smekens
Education, webPD provides engaging video seminars on today’s most relevant reading
and writing topics for K-12 teachers.

What does a subscription include? Individual and school-wide subscriptions
include full access to our entire library of professional learning videos. With hundreds
of hours of video content for teachers across the K-12 spectrum, webPD also provides a
downloadable resource or article to accompany each session.

Who is allowed to watch? Individual subscriptions
provide access to webPD for one person. School-wide
subscriptions provide access for every staff member in the
building. District-wide pricing is also available. Please contact
our office to get the details, (888) 376-0448.

Who is NOT allowed to watch? For individual
and school-wide subscriptions, sharing access to webPD
with anyone outside of the subscription is strictly prohibited.
A violation of this policy will result in a non-refundable
cancellation of any and all active subscriptions.

How often are new videos added? The team
at Smekens Education adds videos to webPD every week
during the school year.

Can I get continuing education credits for watching webPD
videos? When schools choose the “Verified View” ( ) subscription path, users may
download a completion certificate after completing each video. If the “Flexible View” (
subscription path is chosen, no completion certificates are included.

)

Who subscribes to webPD? Individual educators subscribe to webPD as a way
to grow professionally and acquire Continuing Education Credits. Entire schools choose
webPD as a powerful way to support teachers in building-wide professional learning.

SUBSCRIPTION INFO
How do I pay? A variety of payment options are available, including credit card,
purchase order, or even personal check.

When does the subscription begin? When you pay with a credit card, you can
start your subscription immediately. Or, if you want to schedule a subscription, complete
and return our printable PDF order form along with a school or district purchase order.

©2018 Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.
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FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions

INDIVIDUAL VIDEOS
Is it possible to have a free preview of webPD? Absolutely! Call Smekens
Education toll free, (888) 376-0448, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. ET Monday-Friday. We will be
happy to arrange a webPD test-drive for you.

How long does it take to watch a video? Most pre-recorded video seminars
last between 45-60 minutes. However, if you watch with colleagues and take advantage of the
“Turn & Talk” discussions, the increased time will vary. If watching one of our “Quick Clips”
( ), most of those video clips are 5 minutes or less. (The duration of the video is always listed
beneath the title.)

How many times can I watch a video? During the length of your subscription,
you can view our entire video library over and over again – as often as you’d like!

What resources come with each video? Each of the “Planned PD” (

)
videos include a downloadable PDF handout which contains an outline of the video
content and ample space for viewers to take notes during the presentation. We recommend
that viewers print this file prior to watching the video. With each “Quick-Clip” ( ) video,
subscribers can expect to find a related article and typically a downloadable resource.

TECHNOLOGY
What technology do I need? All you need is an internet connection and an
internet-connected device such as a computer, tablet, or smartphone.

How fast does my broadband internet connection need to be
to watch instantly? Watching instantly works on all different levels of broadband;
however, we recommend a minimum speed of 750 kbps.

Can I watch instantly on my computer? Yes, simply open your internet browser

CONTACT webPD

on your internet-connected PC or Mac, type in access.SmekensEducation.com, and you’re
there!

EMAIL:
webpd@smekenseducation.com

How fast will the video start playing? Fast. Videos should start playing in

CALL CUSTOMER SERVICE:
(888) 376-0448

Can I watch instantly on my smartphone or tablet, too? Yes, as a

seconds, but it will depend on the speed of your internet broadband connection.

(Available during regular business hours,
Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. ET)

subscriber, you can watch on your iPad or iPhone, as well as your Android or Windows phone
or tablet.

FAX:
(888) 376-0489

If I’m having difficulty
playing my video, what
do I do? There could be a number

WRITTEN CORRESPONDENCE:
Smekens Education webPD
P.O. Box 332
Warren, IN 46792

©2018 Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.

of reasons for this issue. First, try
logging out of the account and then
logging back in. If you continue to
have problems, try using a different
web browser and checking your
bandwidth.

access.SmekensEducation.com

Phone: (888) 376-0448

Fax: (888) 376-0489
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